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Roman creed by many Armenian prelates in 1323 through
the labours of a Catholic mission of which Burcard appears
to have been a principal member.1 Despite the fanatical
adherence of the Armenians to their Monophysite beliefs.
Catholic propaganda continued with greater vigour as the
country increasingly became the scene of Mamluk ravages.
In the year 1327, during the pontificate of Jacob II,
Patriarch of Sis, an Armenian named John, who had studied
the Latin language and had been converted to Catholicism
by one Bartholomew, Latin Bishop of Adharbaijan,2 started
to preach in favour of Rome and won over enough sup-
porters to force the deposition of the Patriarch. Later,
John founded a new preaching brotherhood called the
Order of Unionists which he based on the Dominican
model.3 Meanwhile, Pope Clement VI (1342-52) offered
the Armenians an annuity of 12,000 gold crowns and one
thousand knights 4 to assist in the defence of the country,
if the Schism were brought to an end. A council was
convoked at Sis to consider the union, but the result did
not satisfy the Pope. Hence an exchange of embassies
and correspondence took place between Avignon and
Sis, in which a certain friar, Daniel of Tabriz, played a
prominent part.5 Then followed a period in which the
Black Death disconnected the two capitals, and the country
remained divided between unionist and schismatic until its
collapse before the Egyptian arms in 1373. Next we hear
of four Armenian delegates at the Council of Ferrara-
Florence in 1439; and in November of the same year, Pope
Eugenius IV published the Decretum pro Armenis and the
Bull 'Exultate Deo' issued for the instruction of the
Armenians in the holy sacraments according to the Catholic
rite and to announce the union of the Churches.6 Yet
subsequent events proved clearly that the coming of the
Armenians within the pale of Catholicism was very much
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